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men. He was on the staff of the Supreme Army Command
for East Prussia. I had had occasion to protest against all
the playing at soldiers in Danzig. The Colonel responsible
for the military training of our police cadres, a man of fine
intelligence and a patriot of the most honourable type, had
been disgusted to find political complications resulting from
our military exercises. He refused to be drawn into political
activities; he insisted that he was a soldier and nothing more.

Thus I had to explain the position to the command
headquarters, who had seconded this officer for our needs,
and to ask for the officer's recall. I will pass over the details
of the case, which are of no interest, and will try to record
some of the remarks made to me by a young officer, Major
v<?n P. (I do not want to give his name; he may since have
changed his views), who accompanied me to the station on
my return and waited with me for my train. I tried to
explain, as from man to man, why I was not prepared to
make Danzig the scene of military experiments. I was not
concerned so much, I said, about the risk of political com-
plications with Poland, or with the League of Nations, as
about the wrong turn taken in the general political course,
a movement which I could not support.

I put this in the friendliest possible way, but it was not
of the slightest use. On the contrary, when my companion
noticed how I was trying to make a personal appeal to him
he grew all the more reserved and hostile, "If, Herr
President," he said, "you give us no help in bringing
Danzig within our armament programme, I am sorry, for
the Herr President's own sake. But I venture to point out
that we shall not abandon our plans, but shall find other
ways of carrying them out."

I let that pass* and went on to talk of the last war. I said
I was struck by the self-assurance and the harshness with
which Germany's mistakes of that period were judged.
Such mistakes, said von P., would not be repeated. The
war had been badly prepared for, and had started with
political blunders, but that was not all: the great oppor-
tunities of making good the earlier omissions had been
allbwed to pass unused.
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